
THE BEE IN THE LION, A NEW INTER-DISCIPLINARY CONTEMPORARY ART GALLERY  
OPENS IN NEW YORK CITY 

 
INAUGURAL EXHIBITION TREMOR PAIRS ARTWORKS BY ARSLAN WITH DESIGNS BY 

CASSINA, 
ON VIEW MARCH 1 – MAY 25, 2018 

 
Monumental Sculptures by Arslan Will Be Installed at Cassina New York, February 27 – March 11 

	

	 	 	
	

NEW YORK, NY – The Bee in the Lion, a new conceptual inter-disciplinary contemporary art gallery 
will open in New York City with an inaugural exhibition Tremor, featuring artworks by Arslan in 
conversation with furniture and interior design by Italian manufacturer Cassina.  Founded by veteran 
gallerist and art dealer Bee Tham, The Bee in the Lion’s mission is to pair contemporary artists with 
practitioners in other creative fields, producing unexpected conversations and collaborations. 
 
“I am fascinated by the interaction of visual art and other creative disciplines like design, music, fashion, 
film and architecture,” states Tham.  “The juxtaposition of different ways of thinking and creative spheres 
illuminates similarities, differences and myriad nuances in between – that is the dream world we are 
celebrating.”  
 
The inaugural exhibition Tremor, takes place in three consecutive installations at the gallery over three 
months showcasing new works by New York-based artist Arslan paired with contemporary furniture and 
interior design by Cassina New York.  The first installation presents an overview of Arslan’s oeuvre, the 
second surveys his sculptures, and the final show focuses on both paintings and sculptures on the theme 
of the “seated woman.” Select pieces from Cassina’s I Maestri and I Contemporanei collections will be 
staged with each installation including Zig Zag chair by Gerrit Rietveld, Cicognino and Tre Pezzi Wool 
by Franco Albini, Refolo and LC9 by Charlotte Perriand, LC1 Slingback by Le Corbusier, Torei by Luca 
Nichetto and Kanu by Konstantin Grcic amongst others.  
 
“Brooding, haunted, modeled with energy and precision, the paintings and sculptures of the New York 
artist Arslan have an immediate emotional humanity,” writes Walter Robinson in the exhibition’s 
catalogue. “Their expressive facture conveys an undeniable intensity of feeling, sometimes wrapped in a 
meditative serenity but more often shadowed by foreboding.” 
	
	 	



To celebrate the gallery opening, the inaugural exhibition and the collaboration with Cassina New York, 
four monumental torso sculptures and large-scale drawings by Arslan will be installed in the Cassina 
showroom in SoHo.  Entitled Cassina Celebrates Arslan, the installation features artworks inspired by 
Italian Renaissance artists.  This collaboration seeks to highlight the gestures that create a bond between 
art and design and will bring together the Italian tradition, aesthetic and artistic diffusion behind Arslan’s 
work and Cassina’s modernist collection.  
 
Tremor will be on view March 1 – May 25, 2018 

Installation 1: March 1 to March 30 
Installation 2: April 2 to 27 
Installation 3: April 30 to May 25 

The Bee in the Lion  
310 East 23rd Street, 2H  
New York, NY 10010 
www.beeinthelion.com 
 
Cassina Celebrates Arslan will be on view February 27 – March 11, 2018 
Cassina SoHo 
151 Wooster St 
New York, NY 10012 
 
Image Captions (from L to R): 
Arslan, Standing Man, 2017, 78 x 56 inches, oil on canvas 
Arslan, Obelisk, 2017, 75 x 38 x 20 inches, plaster, wood, steel, paint 
Arslan, Charlie, 2017, 32 x 58 inches, oil on canvas 
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The Bee in the Lion 
Sarah Brown McLeod 
sarah@sarahbrownmcleod.com 
 
Cassina 
Rami Raid 
Director, Cassina 
rami.riad@cassina.com 
 
ABOUT THE BEE IN THE LION 
The Bee in the Lion is a space for artists to experiment and collaborate.  Founded by veteran gallerist and 
art dealer Bee Tham, the gallery emphasizes the surprising and unexpected conversations that arise from 
juxtaposing artwork with other creative practices. The gallery conceptualizes and produces cross-
disciplinary shows with commissioning partners, collaborators and curators representing all forms of 
creative expression: from visual and performance arts to film, music, architecture and design.  Located in 
Gramercy Park, The Bee in the Lion represents contemporary artists and organizes solo artist exhibitions. 
 
	 	



ABOUT ARSLAN 
Arslan’s artwork expresses “the drama and beauty of human existence.” His depictions of the human 
condition in all its complexities and nuances are reduced to an almost archetypal state – all notions of 
time and space suspended – and acquire a certain timeless and universal quality. The artist’s oeuvre 
characterizes his ways of reflecting on profoundly complicated and eternal questions through reducing 
them to their most poignant essence.  Arslan received his M.F.A. from Moscow Stroganov College of Art 
and Design. His work has been exhibited worldwide, and is represented in many public and private 
collections. He has been awarded numerous awards, including the most recent Alex J. Ettl Grant from the 
National Sculpture Society. 
 
ABOUT CASSINA 
Founded in 1927, Cassina launched industrial design in Italy during the 1950's. The company was 
pioneering thanks to its striking inclination for research and innovation, working with important architects 
and designers and encouraging them to envision fresh designs, a characteristic that still distinguishes the 
brand today. Cassina's identity lies in the innovative fusion of technological skill and traditional 
craftsmanship. The collections feature iconic furniture by great modern architects including Le Corbusier, 
Mackintosh, Wright, Rietveld, Perriand, Albini and Zanuso, as well as important architects and designers 
such as Bellini, Lissoni, Magistretti, Pesce, Ponti and Starck.  
 


